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Mission Statement 
Christ Church  
Towanda, PA 

 

Christ Church Towanda is a Christian community 
empowered by the Holy Spirit in unity with Jesus Christ. 
We are a community that endeavors to share God’s gift of 

love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Annual Report of the Priest in Charge  
Rev. Betsy Welliver Sentigar  

Prepared for  
Christ Church Towanda, Pa.  

1/22/2023 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ: 
 
I am humbled to at last be your priest in charge here at Christ Church.  The road 
has been long, brought with obstacles and delays.  Yet by the will of God, and 
your consent, I am finally here!  Continual challenges have been present in 
2022 with CoVid lingering which I contracted in February followed by a stroke 
March 12th.   
 
As I was just getting comfortable as Deacon in Charge, you, again were without 
clergy in residence.  The outpouring of love, prayer and concern was very 
robust.  Again you were thrust in leadership challenges and roles which you did 
not foresee. 
 
I cannot say enough about initiative to take care of all details  (spiritual and 
administrate) necessary during my leave of absence.  It only served to 
strengthen my desire to fulfill the call to this congregation after a generous 
duration of healing. My thanks go out to each and every one of you as you 
faithfully moved forward with God’s grace.  
 
In this interim time, I was able to be present for the birth of our first grandson in 
Charlotte NC while having wonderful family bonding time.  As well, I went on 
retreat to learn facilitation of a program called “Boundless Compassion”.  I am 
now a certified facilitator of this program which serves individuals and groups 
accordingly.   
 
Window restoration was at a hiatus due to shortage of competent professional 
artisans even given adequate and generous funding to complete this project. 
We have assurance that we are in the schedule now to resume this project. 
Organ maintenance was assured due to donations also. 
 
As I continue to get to know members of our parish, I am in awe of the time and 
talents offered to the church as well as local initiatives. I am very proud of Grace 
Connection as a ministry initiated from our building.  The compassionate and 
humanitarian assistance offers relief to many. 
 
As we are able to slowly return to socializing, I can visualize some ideas which I 
would love to see in terms of building utilization to include; ecumenical special 



services:  perhaps a jazz liturgy, a blue Christmas next year, Taizé gathering(s), 
lunch or dinners, book study (hybrid) and bible study.  I am open to ideas which 
are workable and reasonable within my half time status. 
 
I continue to be grateful to all who helped to facilitate my ordination on Dec. 10, 
2022.  For me this was a highlight of my life - the ceremony, the achievement, 
the support after almost two decades of discernment. I could not have done this 
without your prayers and support.  Bishop Kevin consented to do the sermon 
which is a rarely granted request.  As I encouraged him, he came to realize how 
important you were to the faith formation and continual spiritual connection to 
this place.  
 
I am deeply proud of this. I am grateful to Melinda Artman who gathered and 
administered the regional discernment which took place at Church of the 
Redeemer in Sayre.  As mentor and guide she has guided ordinands and new 
priests in their formation and continues to do so.  I attended the celebration of 
her ministry as northern Canon missioner at our November clergy gathering. 
 
As you come to know me through our relationships, my fledgling priesthood and 
liturgical learning, you will recognize that I emphasize formation, formation and 
formation.  We live in the tension of the both/and -which the Episcopal church 
serves so well.  I endeavor to be visible, accountable, and transparent in this 
call.  Please pray for me as we continue in God’s blessed relationship here at 
Christ Church.  
 

 

 



 
2022 Junior Warden 

Stained glass windows 
This summer Peggy Ehrhart continued repairing our windows. The Bell tower windows on the Main 
Street side were installed. Peggy has had a difficult time finding workers, so she will no longer be able 
to complete the work. We have reconnected with the company that started with the 9 upper windows 
on the North side (Lancaster Stained Glass Design), and are waiting for them to come and give an 
estimate. 
Columbarium 
The current columbarium in the chapel is almost at capacity. The niches are paid for by the members 
or the family who wish to make use of them. The cost of a new 40-unit columbarium on the other side 
of the chapel is $12,480. This is not a budget item and we would need members who may be interested 
in purchasing a unit to speak to Ginnie and make a payment to reserve the unit(s). 
Technology 

 We continue to updated our security cameras. After we contract to have an electrical outlet 
installed, a monitor will be placed at the usher’s station to view the North and South entrances 
during services in the Nave A wireless camera has also been added to the back of the church 
which faces the south entrance. 

 We have replaced the copier in the office. It is on the network so the church computers can 
send copy jobs directly to it. 

 There is now a color printer in Amy’s office. 

 An omni directional microphone has been purchased for Rev. Betsy 

Basic Maintenance 
 We continue our maintenance agreements with: 

o Postler & Jaeckle Corp. for the boiler 
o Kerner and Merchant for the maintenance and tuning of the pipe organ. We have it 

tuned and repaired for Christmas and Easter each year. This year they removed and 
rebuilt the wind chest. You may have noticed how quiet the organ is. It is so quiet, 
Shirley has to check if it is on or off at times. 

 The anti skid strips that were on the ramp do not survive the heat of the summer. We are now 
using a non-skid paint. 

 As the florescent lights in the classrooms/offices burn out, we are rewiring the fixtures to 
accept LED tubes. We will eventually rewire the Parish Hall lights. 

 
We are still looking to compile a capital improvement plan and fund. If you are aware of  any item(s) 
that you believe should be addressed, please see a Vestry member to have it added to the list which 
will then need to be prioritized.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Sunday School Report 
 
I am happy to report that our Sunday School is once again active! We have nine children who 
have attended this year, six of them on a regular basis. The children have been singing for 
the congregation almost every Sunday, which brings smiles to many faces and warms many 
hearts. In addition, they presented a little program for Christmas. I have explained to our 
kiddos that they are letting their lights shine by sharing their music, and they faithfully do their 
best. Many people have commented that they are so happy to see children in our church 
again, and I couldn’t agree more. I feel that it is important to involve them in the service and 
to make them feel part of our church family. We pray that God will help us continue to grow. 
 
In Christian Love, 
Maurine Gehring 
 
Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 

depart from it.” 
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